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Handout 6B: Clothing
Directions: Read the following text. Refer to the glossary as needed for definitions of 
unfamiliar words. Then, reread the text and annotate three to five things you notice and 
three to five things you wonder about.

Clothing

The Nez Perce and other tribes made warm and beautiful clothing from animal hides or fabric they 
traded for. 

Vests were useful, easy to make, and often beautifully decorated. Geometric designs were favored, 
but floral designs were often used, too.

Buckskin was a favorite material. It is made from the hide of a deer. (Buckskin can be made from 
elk hide, also, but it is much heavier!) First the hide is soaked, then the hair is scraped off using a 
sharp tool. It’s a lot of work to get all the hair off. After the hide is scraped very clean, it’s like thin 
dry leather. It’s soaked again overnight in a special mixture to make it soft, like a conditioner, and 
then it’s stretched and pulled and stretched as it dries to make is soft and pliable like a nice suede 
or velvet fabric. After that the buckskin is smoked—not like a pipe but a different way. It is hung up 
above a slow and gentle fire in a lot of smoke for a long time. The smoke conditions  and preserves 
the buckskin and makes it kind of waterproof and gives it a special color and fragrance.

Decorated bands were often worn by the Nez Perce and other tribes on the wrists and arms. They 
weren’t very practical for daily work or hunting, but were worn for ceremonies, feasts, and dances—
and they still are today. These cuffs usually made from buckskin or rawhide were decorated with 
beads, shells, and fringe. 

Not meant for everyday wear, anklets were worn for dancing—and they are worn today at pow-
wows  and Indian dance competitions. Their graceful sway and bounce adds to and enhances the 
dancer’s movements. Some of the Indians in the Northern Rocky Mountain areas used the long 
white hair of mountain goats for their anklets. People in other areas used grass, plant fibers, or yarn 
made from sheep’s wool. 
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hides: the skins of one of the larger animals such as a buffalo or cow 
conditions: makes something softer and less dry 
preserves: keeps safe from loss or harm 
pow-wows: North American Indian ceremonies, usually with ritual dancing, feasting, and chanting
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